
A Watersports Paradise in the Desert

Egypt attracts lots of kitesurfers every year with its steady winds, warm temperature 
and clear water. El Gouna is one of Egypt’s most popular kitesurfing destinations  
because of its tourist friendly environment with great restaurants and a vibrant night-
life. Wind or no wind, the small, charming town has everything you need in order to 
create the perfect watersports holiday.

‘Life as it should be’
El Gouna is a tourist resort located 25 kilometers north of Hurghada. The town is 
easily accessed from Europe via Hurghada International Airport. The flights are 
around 5 hours from most major cities in Europe. The town is well known for its 
amazing watersports facilities, allowing you to try out kitesurfing, wakeboarding, 
windsurfing, stand-up paddling, scuba diving or snorkeling. 

If you prefer to stay dry, 
there are a range of other 
activities to get involved 
in, such as playing tennis, 
golf or go horseback riding. 
For the more exploratory 
visitors there are organized 
boat trips to the beautiful 
island Tawila or a quad 
bike tours into the desert.                    
El Gouna offers a wide vari-
ety of evening entertainment 
with world-class cuisine and 
a thrilling nightlife.



There are several restaurants, bars and nightclubs in town that you usually find full 
of tourists from all around the world. El Gouna’s slogan is ‘life as it should be’, and 
they have every right to claim it. This is the place where you can have a champagne 
lifestyle on a lemonade budget.

Practicing kitesurfing in El Gouna
There are several kite stations along the beach where you can enjoy flat, warm   
water and consistent winds. Starting from south of the coastline you have Kite    
People by the big hotel Mövenpick, followed by Kite Family, Mangroovy, Red Sea 
Zone and Kiteboarding Club. All stations offer kitesurfing lessons for beginners 
to more advanced riders. Most of the stations have beach restaurants, toilets,     
showers, beach beds and storage facilities. You usually pay around 7 euro per day 
in order to kite at their beach and use all the facilities.

The kite beaches in El Gouna are perfect 
for beginners as the water is shallow, so you 
can stand in the water and fly your kite until 
you have gotten enough control to go out 
with your board. In case you mess it up, it is 
easy to pack up your kite while standing and 
just walk back to the beach. The stations 
also have beach boys launching and landing 
your kite, as well as rescue boats in case of 
emergency. 



A couple of the stations, including Kiteboarding Club and Red Sea Zone, have a 
so called ‘pool’ just outside their beach. The pool is an area with deep water where 
the more advanced riders can practice their tricks. Here you see many of the local    
riders pushing each other and going for huge maneuvers in the air. Kiteboarding 
Club also arranges ‘KBC 4 Girls’, which is a weekly freestyle clinic for girls who 
want to improve their kite skills.

Local rippers
By growing up in El Gouna you learn to love the water. The town is home to many 
watersports enthusiasts who share the opportunity to practice their favorite sport 
on a daily basis. A common routine for the locals that the tourists coming for a 
two-week holiday only can dream of. Noussa Denkler (18) and Karim Shawky (18) 
are two passionate kitesurfers from Hurghada, who currently compete in the PKRA 
Kitesurfing World Tour. Growing up in Egypt has allowed them to go on the water 
and train after school most days throughout the year, which has now made them 
into two top international riders.

They both agree that El Gouna is 
a perfect place for their training.           
‘El Gouna has wind the whole year 
round with a variety of kitesurf condi-
tions, which allows for great training. 
In addition to that we have a gym 
where we can workout and the cable 
park where we can go wakeboarding if 
there is no wind’ says Karim. Noussa 
agrees and adds in that she loves the 
fact that there are many good riders 
at the spot, who push each other and 
give tips regarding the tricks they are 
practicing.



Addicted to the ocean
Jeroen Van Gent (20) is another local watersport enthusiast who grew up in El 
Gouna. The dutch adrenaline junkie started out with kitesurfing, however found his 
biggest passion in wakeboarding when the Sliders Cable Park opened in El Gouna 
in the beginning of 2014.

‘Growing up in El Gouna is 
honestly something so out of 
this world. It is hard to explain 
to someone who has not 
been here. Some tourists call 
it a ‘lala-land’. Sun, wind and 
good vibes year round. What 
more do you need’? - Noussa 
Denkler.

In 7 months Jeroen has man-
aged to get a level comparable 
with the world top, and he is now 
determined to show off his skills 
in international wakeboarding 
competitions. He explains that 
El Gouna is the perfect place to 
practice both kiteboarding and 
wakeboarding. ‘I wouldn’t want to 
grow up any different. The friend-
ly people and the sunny weather 
make this place a true paradise. 
El Gouna has given me the opportunity to learn all the watersports I’ve been doing 
throughout my life’. If Jeroen is not upside down in the cable park, you can find him in 
the pool at Kiteboarding Club El Gouna working on a new, advanced kite move. 



Get ready to be seduced
It seems to be clear that for watersport lovers on all levels El Gouna has it all; sun 
and wind year round, scuba diving facilities and a wakeboarding park for no-wind 
days, exquisite food at affordable prices, a vibrant nightlife with live music bars and 
discotheques. All in all, this place just has a general good vibe with active people 
who all like to enjoy life as it should be.
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